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DETAILED ACTION 

Priority 

1 . Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d), 
which papers have been placed of record in the file. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 
that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: . 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Kitsukawa et al. (U.S. Patent Number: 6,282,713) 

Claim 1: Kitsukawa discloses an information linking method in which: 
a. A first terminal device 

i. receives or retrieves first content of interest rendered by media (Col 
6, line 19 through Col 7, line 21) 

ii. sends first information to identify said first content, first target area 
selected to define a part or all of an object from said first content, and 
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messages to a server equipment across a computer network (Col 7, lines 22- 
40) 

b. the server equipment 

i. receives; 

(1) said first information to identify said first content, (Col 5, lines 25-55) 

(2) said first target area selected, (Col 5, lines 25-55) 

(3) said messages, (Col 5, lines 25-55) 

ii. generates information related to the object from the content from a part or all 
of said messages received (Col 8, lines 17-57) 

iii. interlinks and registers 

(1) said first information to identify said first content, said first target area 
selected (Col 8, lines 17-57) 

(2) the information related to the object from the content into a database. (Col 
8, lines 17-57) 

Claim 2: Kitsukawa discloses an information linking method as recited in claim 1 
wherein: 

a. Said server makes up a group of two or more terminal devices including said 
first terminal device and a second terminal device and sends said messages 
received to one or more terminal devices including said second terminal 
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device, belonging to said group, across the computer network. (Col 1 1 , line 
62 through Col 12, line 20; and Col 13, lines 10-31) 
b. Said second terminal device receives and outputs said messages. (Col 1 1 , 
line 62 through Col 12, line 20; and Col 13, lines 10-31) 

Claim 3: Kitsukawa discloses an information linking method as recited in claim 1 
wherein: 

a. Said server registers advertising keywords and advertising information specified 
or requested by an advertiser into the database, determines whether said 
advertising keywords are linked with said information related to the object from 
the content, sends said advertising information to terminal devices across the 
computer network when it has been determined that at least one of said 
advertising keywords is linked with said information related to the object from the 
content. (Col 5, lines 25-55; and Col 8, lines 17-57) 

b. Terminal devices receive and output the advertising information. (Col 1 1 , line 62 
through Col 12, line 20; and Col 13, lines 10-31) 

Claim 4: Kitsukawa discloses a terminal device comprising: 

a. Means for inputting content of interest rendered by media. (Col 6, line 19 through 
Col 7, line 21) 

b. Means for obtaining information to identify the content. (Col 6, line 19 through Col 
7, line 21) 
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c. Means for obtaining target area selected. (Col 8, lines 17-57) 

d. Means for inputting messages. (Col 8, lines 17-57) 

e. Means for transmitting said information to identify the content, said target area 
selected, and the messages across a computer network. (Col 1 1 , line 62 through 
Col 12, line 20; and Col 13, lines 10-31) 

f. Means for receiving and outputting information related to an object from the 
content across the computer network. (Col 11, line 62 through Col 12, line 20; 
and Col 13, lines 10-31) 

g. Means for displaying said content of interest on which the object is identifiable 
within said target area selected and the information related to the object, wherein 
linking of the object and the information is intelligible. (Col 11, line 62 through Col 
12, line 20; and Col 13, lines 10-31) 

Claim 5: Kitsukawa discloses a server equipment comprising: 

a. Means for receiving first information to identify content of interest, first target area 
selected, and messages transmitted from a first terminal device across a 
computer network. (Col 6, line 19 through Col 7, line 21) 

b. Means for generating information related to an object from the content from a 
part or all of the messages. (Col 6, line 19 through Col 7, line 21) 

c. Means for interlinking and storing said first information to identify content of 
interest, said first target area selected, said messages, and said information 
related to an object from the content into a database. (Col 8, lines 17-57) 
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d. Means for receiving and storing a set of second information to identify content of 
interest and second target area selected, transmitted from a second terminal 
device across the computer network, into the database. (Col 6, line 19 through 
Col 7, line 21) 

e. Means for matching said first and second information to identify content of 
interest and said first and second target areas selected. (Col 1 1 , line 62 through 
Col 12, line 20; and Col 13, lines 10-31) 

f. Means for sending said messages and/or said information related to an object 
from the content to said second terminal device across the computer network if 
matching for both couples is verified as the result of the matching. (Col 1 1 , line 
62 through Col 12, line 20; and Col 13, lines 10-31) 

Claim 6: Kitsukawa discloses a server equipment as recited in claim 5 further 
comprising: 

a. Means for registering advertising keywords and advertising information specified 
or requested by an advertiser into a database. (Col 5, lines 29-55; and Col 8, 
lines 17-57) 

b. Means for determining whether said advertising keywords are linked with said 
information related to an object from the content. (Col 8, lines 17-57; and Col 1 1 , 
line 62 through Col 12, line 20; and Col 13, lines 10-31) 

c. Means for sending said advertising information to said first or second terminal 
device across the computer network when it has been determined that at least 



Application/Control Number: 10/083,359 Page 7 

Art Unit: 3622 

one of said advertising keywords is linked with said information related to an 
object from the content. (Col 8, lines 17-57; and Col 11, line 62 through Col 12, 
line 20; and Col 1 3, lines 1 0-31) 

Claim 7: Kitsukawa discloses a server equipment as recited in claim 6 further 
comprising marketing information analysis means for generating marketing 
information, based on statistics obtained from any of said first information to identify 
content of interest, said first target area selected, said messages, said information 
related to an object from the content, said second information to identify content of 
interest, said second target area selected, and said advertising keywords, or any 
combination of a plurality of items thereof. (Col 1 1 , line 62 through Col 12, line 20) 

Claim 8: Kitsukawa discloses a server equipment as recited in claim 7, wherein said 
advertising keywords include nouns including, at least, the name of an article of 
trade, and the name of one of various types of utensils, the name of a person, the 
name of an institution, and the name of a district such as a city; proper nouns; verbs 
that express an act, occurrence, or mode of being; adjectives; pronouns; and 
combinations thereof, i.e., compounds, phrases, and sentences. (Col 8, line 37- Col 
9, line 23) 
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Conclusion 



4. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 



the examiner should be directed to John Van Bramer whose telephone number is 
(571) 272-8198. The examiner can normally be reached on 6am - 4pm Monday 
through Thursday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Eric Stamber can be reached on (571) 272-6724. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned 
is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR 
only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. 
Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the 
Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like 
assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the 
automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571- 
272-1000. 
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